
Digital Guide

July 22 - August 8, 2021
Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Open until 9 p.m. on Thursdays)

Advanced tickets are strongly encouraged.

Purchase tickets online at 
powellgardens.org/festivalofbutterflies.

https://powellgardens.org/festivalofbutterflies
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FOOD FOOD &&  
DRINK DRINK 

Grand Hall Bar + Bites
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Beer, wine, soda, and snacks are available for 
sale in the Visitor Center. Pick up a beverage 
or sweet treat provided by McLain’s, Swoon, or 
Sweet Silk before heading out to experience 
summer in the Gardens. 

Lunch is served! Swing by the Visitor Center for 
tacos and nachos daily (11 a.m. - 3 p.m.). Frozen 
margaritas and other adult beverages available 
to purchase alongside family favorites. Tacos and 
nachos are also available 5-7 p.m. on Thursdays.

Fountain Garden Slushie Stand
Friday – Sunday during festival | 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
After a fun filled day of exploring, cool off with 
a slushie from the Fountain Garden Slushie 
Stand. Sweet Daddy Kettle Corn is also popping 
by with crunchy, salty, and sweet kettle corn. 
While you’re here, kids of all ages can play in the 
fountain splash pad.

ReFresh at the Missouri Barn
Daily | 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Missouri Barn 
Stop at ReFresh for box lunches, Betty 
Rae’s ice cream, and other treats. 



Butterfly Breakfast Bash
Friday-Sunday| 9 a.m. - noon
Café Thyme (Located in the Visitor Center)
Did you know butterflies drink sweet nectar all day 
long? At Butterfly Breakfast Bash, humans can enjoy 
a sweet morning meal just like a butterfly! Join Chris 
Cakes for an all-you-can-eat pancake bar with your 
favorite toppings and sausage links in Café Thyme, 
with a Nectar Bar serving assorted juices and coffee.  

Dress like your favorite butterfly, bee, or 
wingedpollinator, put on a butterfly temporary tattoo, 
and create your own butterfly glasses before you 
snap a picture in front of a themed backdrop. Don’t 
forget to help create the butterfly window mural!  

powellgardens.shopsettings.com

From Garden to Glass: Margarita Edition
July 22, 29 and August 5 | 6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
Café Thyme (Located in the Visitor Center) 
$15 | Members receive 10% off 
Have you ever wondered what plant is the main 
ingredient in tequila? Do you like margaritas? Then 
From Garden to Glass: Margarita Edition is for you! 
Learn how the blue agave plant is used to make 
tequila and how to infuse tequila at home using 
natural ingredients. During class, participants will 
shake up their own margarita using Powell Gardens 
infused tequila!  

Participants will receive a Powell Gardens branded shot 
glass as well as a mini produce box to keep infusing 
tequila at home! Powell Gardens will provide homemade 
salsa with tortilla chips to snack on during class. 

You must purchase a Festival of Butterflies 
admission ticket and be 21 years or older to attend.

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

https://powellgardens.shopsettings.com/
http://25043p.blackbaudhosting.com/25043p/tickets?tab=3&txobjid=5d3c72bb-7c17-4f43-9835-f05947e8a4e9  


SHOPPINGSHOPPING

The Marketplace at Powell Gardens
Visit The Marketplace at Powell Gardens for locally 
made and garden-inspired gifts. Festival goers will even 
be able to purchase exotic milkweed varieties!
Members, make sure to pick up your #PowellPassport in 
The Marketplace. Stamps for this festival are located at 
the front desk and in The Marketplace at Powell Gardens.

The Strawberry Swing at Powell Gardens
July 24 & 25 | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Included with festival admission
Members receive free admission
The Strawberry Swing is back! This highly curated indie 
craft fair is the Midwest’s celebration of the handmade 
movement. Shop small while enjoying summer blooms 
in a botanical garden. Artists and local makers will have 
their goods for sale during the opening weekend of 
Festival of Butterflies (July 24-25, 2021). 

Upgrade your experience and save 
with the Festival+ Pack. For $10, 

get a bundle of our most popular 
festival treats: 

One non-alcoholic beverage 

One Mclain’s cookie 

One butterfly net



PLAN YOUR VISITPLAN YOUR VISIT

 Native Butterfly Habitat 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
Local butterflies make their home in the Native 
Butterfly Habitat. Here, visitors can learn more about 
the plants that sustain these pollinators and how to 
create a butterfly garden of their own.  

Creation Station 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Education Building (located in the Children’s Garden) 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
Next stop, family fun! Enter the Education Building to 
enjoy shade and a butterfly themed craft to wear and take 
home. Make sure to show off your butterfly creation during 
the daily Butterfly Parade!  

Butterfly Personality Test 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members c. 
Are you a Blue Morpho, Monarch, or Giant Owl 
Butterfly? Take the Butterfly Personality Test at the 
Millstone Fountain to find out! Afterwards, make sure 
to snap a picture with your pollinator match.



Caterpillar Petting Zoo 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Children’s Garden 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
The Caterpillar Petting Zoo is now open! Visit the 
tent at the end of the Butterfly Meadow to have a 
hands-on experience with caterpillars. Handle these 
creatures with care! One day, they will grow to be 
butterflies like the ones you can see in the Native 
Butterfly Habitat. 

Pollinator Workbook 
Included with admission while supplies last
Admission is free for members 
The Pollinator Workbook is your passport 
to discovery. As you travel through Festival 
of Butterflies, use your workbook to journal 
observations and collect memories from your trip to 
Powell Gardens. Pick up your Pollinator Workbook 
when you check in at the Visitor Center.  

Butterfly Parade 
Daily | 10: 30 a.m. & noon 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
Flit and flutter in the Butterfly Parade! Don your 
wings from the Creation Station and meet on the 
Missouri Barn patio for a journey through the 
Butterfly Meadow and Children’s Garden. Celebrate 
butterfly migration with singing, instruments, and 
educational moments. 

On Saturday, StoneLion Puppet Theater will lead 
the parade. On Sunday, Will Struck of the 
MESS Menagerie will lead the migratory 
march.  

The Butterfly Parade is recommended 
for kids ages 5-10. Parents are 
welcome to join the parade.



Colorful and Curious Monarch Migration 
Daily | 10 a.m. & noon 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
Every year, monarch butterflies migrate from Mexico 
to the Midwest. Festival of Butterflies is a celebration 
of their colorful and curious migration. On this guided 
walking tour, discover their journey for yourself.   
Tours take flight from the north Visitor Center 
Terrace and are approximately 25 minutes long.

Butterfly Meadow Walk 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
As you travel through the Butterfly Meadow, watch for 
prairie favorites like Rattlesnake Master, Gray Headed 
Coneflower, Compass Plant, Butterfly Milkweed, 
and Prairie Blazing Star. Look for signs and plant tags 
marking these special pollinator-friendly plants. 

Monarch Immersive  
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
Enter the Seed to Plate Greenhouse to be 
transported to Michoacán, Mexico. Here, experience 
a replica of the Monarch Butterfly Biosphere Reserve. 
Live and paper monarchs cover tree branches just 
like they do when they overwinter in Mexico. Get out 
your camera—this is a perfect photo op!  

Pollinator Playground Catch & Release 
Daily | 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Included with admission | Admission is free for members 
New in 2021, the Pollinator Playground is the perfect 
place for learning through play. Larger than life milkweed 
and honeycomb climbers allow young visitors to 
experience a monarch’s-eye view of butterfly-friendly 
plants. In this space, children are invited to catch and 
release butterflies in the nearby Butterfly Meadow.  



Thursdays during the festival | 5- 9 p.m.  

Explore the festival after hours on Thursdays. 
Summer evenings at Powell Gardens are made 
for hanging out on the patio, taking a sunset stroll, 
or enjoying a unique date night.    

Tours are offered during extended hours. The 
Colorful and Curious Monarch Migration tour 
takes flight at 6 p.m. from the north Visitor Center 
Terrace. The Moon Gardening tour leaves from the 
Visitor Center Terrace Overlook at 7:30 p.m.  

Moths and Moon Gardens Talk
Thursdays during the festival | 7:30 p.m.
Included with admission | Admission is free for members
Uncover the mysteries of the Garden at dusk. Join 
a Powell Gardens horticulturist and discover four 
flowering plants with a unique schedule. These 
special plants only bloom beneath moonlight, 
making them ideal for moths, our night-loving 
pollinators.  
Tours depart from the Visitor Center Terrace 
Overlook and are approximately 20 minutes long.  

Festival

After Hours



Looking to spice up your Thursday 
night? Sign up for From Garden to Glass: 
Margarita Edition to shake up your own 
botanically-infused margarita. 

From Garden to Glass: Margarita Edition
July 22, 29 & August 5 | 6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. 
Café Thyme (Located in the Visitor Center) 
$15 | Members receive 10% off 
Have you ever wondered what plant is the main 
ingredient in tequila? Do you like margaritas? Then 
From Garden to Glass: Margarita Edition is for you! 
Learn how the blue agave plant is used to make 
tequila and how to infuse tequila at home using 
natural ingredients. During class, participants will 
shake up their own margarita using Powell Gardens 
infused tequila!  
Participants will receive a Powell Gardens branded 
shot glass as well as a mini produce box to keep 
infusing tequila at home! Powell Gardens will 
provide homemade salsa with tortilla chips to snack 
on during class.

You must purchase a Festival of 
Butterflies admission ticket and be 21 

years or older to attend.

CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE

http://25043p.blackbaudhosting.com/25043p/tickets?tab=3&txobjid=5d3c72bb-7c17-4f43-9835-f05947e8a4e9  


MAPMAP



HOW TO PLANT A HOW TO PLANT A 
BUTTERFLY GARDENBUTTERFLY GARDEN

Visit a Butterfly Garden at Powell Gardens
The area near the Native Butterfly Habitat (in the 
Children’s Garen) is planted with butterfly favorites. 
You can plant a butterfly garden at home! These 
gardens help native species thrive. When crafting 
your garden with butterflies in mind, consider: 

• Butterfly species. What butterflies do you see in your 
neighborhood?  

• Host plants. What do those butterflies like to eat?  

• Site selection. Where do those butterflies like to hang out?  

• Habitat areas. What do butterflies need to live comfortably?  

• Pesticides. Why shouldn’t you use pesticides?  

• Lawn & weed care. Which weeds are beneficial?

Butterflies love the sun! The more sunlight, the 
more nectar found in flowers. These pollinators seek 
opportunities for wind breaks as well, preferring a 
stable plant where they can sit up high to feed. To 
build a successful habitat, make sure you provide 
a covered place to hibernate (like a brush pile) and 
allow part of your yard to grow wild. While this may 
attract butterflies, it might also make a few neighbors 
question what you are doing—make sure you let 
them know what you are up to! 
Butterflies have flower preferences just like we do. To 
attract certain butterflies, plant their host plant. 

• Giant Swallowtail  

• Hop trees, garden rue & 
prickly ash  

• Monarch  

• Milkweed  

• Black Swallowtail  

• Parsley, fennel, dill & 
garden rue   

• Painted Lady  

• Thistles & hollyhocks  

• Eastern Tiger Swallowtail  

• Sweet Bay magnolia  



FAQSFAQS

What are your COVID-19 policies and precautions? 
In keeping with local guidelines, masks are not required at Powell 
Gardens. Visitors are encouraged to take personal safety precautions. 
Visit powellgardens.org/visit/plan-your-visit for more information. 

Where do I catch the tram? 
The tram stops at the Missouri Barn Silo and drops off in front of 
the Visitor Center. Hop on for a suggested donation of $2. The tram 
does not travel on the path through the Visitor Center landscape. 
The whole path is ADA compliant.

A child was separated from the group! Where should I go 
for help? 
Locate the nearest Powell Gardens staff member. Staff members 
will notify the whole team in order to implement safety measures 
quickly and find the missing child. 

Can I take food and drinks on the outdoor path? 
Absolutely! You’re welcome and encouraged to enjoy your favorite 
festival treats outdoors. To keep our botanical garden healthy, 
please throw away all trash in designated trash cans. 

What are the best spots to take photos? 
The Gardens are full of perfect photo stops. Selfies encouraged! 
Tag @powellgardens and use #festivalofbutterflieskc. 

How do I turn my visit into a membership? 
Get a year of free admission (including festivals) and other member 
perks by joining today. Memberships start at $55. Ask a staff 
member how to get 25% off your membership (valid same day 
only). Offer only valid for new memberships, not renewal or gift 
memberships. 

What do the “Pollinator Friendly Plant” signs mean? 
Pollinator Friendly Plant signs are placed in the Gardens to show 
you what plants butterflies, bees, and other pollinators enjoy! You 
can identify the plant by looking for a plant tag or utilizing our 
digital plant database, Garden Explorer. You can access Garden 
Explorer at powellgardens.gardenexplorer.org. 

For all other inquiries please contact  
frontdesk@powellgardens.org or call 816.697.2600.  

More information about Festival of Butterflies is available 
online at powellgardens.org/festivalofbutterflies.  

https://powellgardens.org/visit/plan-your-visit/
https://powellgardens.gardenexplorer.org/
mailto:frontdesk%40powellgardens.org?subject=
https://powellgardens.org/festivalofbutterflies


THANK YOU TOTHANK YOU TO
OUR SPONSORS! OUR SPONSORS! 




