
Multi-Disciplinary Horticultural Internship

Gain knowledge, experience and skills necessary to begin a career in horticulture, with a 
joint internship program available through a collaboration between Powell Gardens and 
Unity Village. Work with industry professionals in a variety of disciplines, splitting time  

between these two iconic Kansas City organizations featuring facilities known for  
excellence in horticulture management. Receive behind-the-scenes access and instruction 
in horticulture specialties including; designing seasonal displays, maintaining widely diverse 

gardens and nationally-recognized plant collections, plant production,  
natural resource management, and golf course/turf management.
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Program Overview
 

 
 

Positions: There are five positions total. Four positions will split time between Powell Gardens and  
Unity Village and one position will split time between Kauffman Memorial Garden and Unity Village. 

Start Date: Program begins mid-May/early-June and ends mid-August 
Compensation: Non-Exempt, contractual, $8.00/hour 

Accomodations: Free housing provided at Unity Village for the duration of the internship
Time Commitment:  40 hours/week, primarily Monday-Friday, 7/7:30 am to 3:30/4 pm, for 12-16 weeks. 

Must be open to flexible hours as deemed necessary.  
 

 

PROGRAM RESPONSIBILITIES
 

Planning, planting and maintenance of various gardens
 

Fertilizing, watering, weeding, grooming
 

Pruning
 

Pest control
 

Equipment operation such as mowers, trimmers, spray 
equipment and blowers

 
Support for the Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program in the Heartland Harvest Garden

 
Design and installation of seasonal displays 

 
Plant ID, record-keeping and labeling

 
Golf course operations and turf management

PROGRAM OUTCOMES 
 

Demonstrate exterior horticulture principles and  
practices in a Midwest ecosystem

 
Exhibit grounds management skills related to planting, 

pruning, watering, mulching, raking and spraying
 

Understand plants that grow and thrive in the Mid-
west, specifically in Missouri

 
Gain understanding of golf course and  

turf management 
 

Become a valuable member of Horticulture teams at 
two major organizations

 
Demonstrate management practices related to trees 
& shrubs, perennials, annuals, edible & aquatic gardens

 
Practice safe and effective horticultural tool and  

equipment maintenance
 

Résumé building in a renowned botanical  
garden and important community organization

Dual Horticulture Internship 
Powell Gardens, Kansas City’s Botanical Garden &  

Unity Village in Lee’s Summit, MO



Program Leadership

Raised in Chollipo, a rural seaside village in South Korea, 
Kunso Kim’s interest in the world of plants began at an early 
age as he familiarized himself with native species in the  
mountains surrounding his home. However, it wasn’t until 
he began work at the nearby Chollipo Arboretum that he 
considered a career in Horticulture. This opportunity fueled 
his interest in horticulture and inspired him to apply to the 
international horticultural internship program. After a yearlong 
internship at Longwood Garden in Kennett Square, PA and 
another at Savill Garden in the Crown Estate, England, he  
returned to Chollipo Arboretum. While working at  
Chollipo, his desire to learn about public garden management 
on a deeper level, grew. He applied for the Longwood  
Graduate Program at the University of Delaware and was  
accepted with a full scholarship. This program was well-known 
for its mission to train leaders in public garden management. 
After finishing the fellowship program, Kunso began working 
with the Norfolk Botanical Garden in Norfolk, VA and  
eventually landed at The Morton Arboretum in Lisle, IL. In 
2014 he was given an opportunity to lead the  
implementation of a horticultural master plan for Everland 
theme park at Samsung C&T Corporation in South Korea, 
where he stayed for three years. He joined Powell Gardens as 
Vice President of Gardens in January of 2018.

Interns will work under varying representatives from each facility as they rotate through the program’s  
disciplines, ultimately reporting to key leadership including Kunso Kim, Vice President of Gardens at Powell Gardens 

and James Burrow, Unity Village’s Golf Course Superintendent and site manager for the program.

KUNSO KIM

James Burrow, has been involved in the golf course  
maintenance field for 20 years.  He started his career in Kansas City 
at Tiffany Greens Golf Club, working there from 1998-2006.  
Through this opportunity, he learned about golf course construction 
and bent grass, greens maintenance in the transition zone.  He was 
also involved in the Champions Tour events hosted at the club for  
several years. He has worked at The Amarillo Country Club as  
Assistant Golf Course Superintendent, gaining experience at a  
high-end country club with high standards.  He has worked for  
Leibold Irrigation, learning how to install golf course irrigation  
systems and the ins and outs of golf course construction. For the 
past 9 years, he has been a golf course superintendent managing 
both warm and cool season turf grasses for country clubs.

JAMES BURROW



Accommodations, Amenities and Nightlife

Accomodations at Unity Village are located just 
minutes from the City of Lee’s Summit offering 
a wide variety of grocery stores, restaurants and 
shops. Historic Downtown Lee’s Summit possesses 
a unique sense of time and place, and is known 
for their famous farmer’s market where you’ll find 
everything from fresh produce to homemade baked 
goods. Lee’s Summit also boasts a vibrant nightlife 
offering entertainment and social activities. 

HOUSING AT UNITY VILLAGE

AMENITIES AT UNITY VILLAGE

THE CITY OF LEE’S SUMMIT

The ‘Student Hotel’ located on the Unity 
Village campus, offers comfortable living 
quarters in a historic mediterranean-style 
structure, for the duration of the intern-
ship. Individuals will have access to private 
bedrooms with ample storage space, a 
shared living area, shared bathroom and a 
full kitchen. The outdoor space features a 
sitting area with views of the woods and 
a firepit. 

Access Included with Internship: 
 
Bookstore with Coffee Shop
 
Dining Hall 
 
Paved 2.4 mile Nature Trail (Interns are  
encouraged to bring bicycles and roller blades)
 
Indoor Fitness Center

Golf Course Club House
 
Available With a Nominal Fee: 

9-hole Golf Course, Fishing Lakes, and Picnic Area



How to Apply

Cover Letter addressing the following:
• Why are you interested in the internship and what do you expect to gain from the experience?
• What are your career goals?
• What four areas of horticulture are you currently most interested?   

(Choose from:  aquatic, edibles, turf/golf, natural resources, production, design/display, other)
• If you are seeking credit, how many hours do you need?  Attach a course description to the 

application.
• Resume
• Three references

Education 
Students enrolled in an AAS, Bachelor’s or Master’s program in relevant field such as 
horticulture, botany, turf management, landscape maintenance, agriculture, etc…

Experience 

No experience necessary
Must be willing to work hard and take constructive criticism to grow as a professional 
Must have a passion for horticulture and nature

Communications  

Attention to detail
Good communication skills
Understanding of role in a team

Requirements

Application Process
Students interested in applying must submit the following, by March 15, 2018, 

to Janet Heter at jheter@powellgardens.org:


